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Thisguideisbasedon mineandmy O 2 f f S éx@edeSdis O&F declaringa meaningfulclimate
emergencyat our school- Morpeth Schoolin London We havefound the whole processextremely
rewarding andimmenselyfun andfirmly believethat if schoolsaroundthe UK (andthe world) roll-
out climate emergenciesfuture generationswill leaveschoolhyper-aware of our
climate/ecologcal crisis Thiswill empoweryoungpeopleto put up pressuregovernmentsand
businessedo actandwe hope manyyoungpeople might be inspiredto enter careerscombating
ecologicaldegradationand globalwarming. | alsobelievemuchof this guideis directly translatable
to other organisations/businessewishingto declareclimate emergencies.

Thispublication containsa generalguidewith tips from our own experience It then finisheswith a
largeresourcessectioncontainingusefullists, templatesand timetablesdesignedto saveyoutime
at eachstageof the process

For additional advice/information pleasecontactme at edmundstubbs@googlemail.com

EdmundStubbs,SciencelTeacher Morpeth School,Lordon.
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1. Overviewc How we declaredour climate

emergency

WhatisaWOf ASYMSINHB Yy O& Q

Doyousimplydeclarea climateemergencyor do youproclam a MEANINGFUtlimateemergency?

Amearingful climateemergencydeclarationdemandsdirect actionand measurablesystemic
change Thefirst thing youwill needto establishis what a climate emergencymeansfor your school.
Forour schoolit meant

T

Acknowledgindhe scientificindicatorse.g IPCCeportsonwarmingand UNreportson loss
of biodiversityand consequencesf economicgrowth.

Acceptinghe urgencyof the situation:if we havea real chanceof tacklingtheseissueswe
musttake urgentandimmediateaction within the nextfew years

Acknowledgindhat our purpose aseducators of buildingbright futuresfor our children,is
severelythreatened.

Gettingstaff/students engaged:

Gettingmostof the staff and studentsbehindthe declarationis essential At our schoolwe
expandedengagenent by organising:

1.
2.
3.

A meetingof staff whom | knewwere interestedin climate changeissues.
Aschoolwide email,sentto all staff to invite them to alargermeeting.

At this largermeetingjobswere dividedup to consultthe whole schoolcommunitywhich
included:

1 Sending staff opinionsurveyviagoogleformsto askif staff were in favourof
declaringa climateemergencyand askingthem to choosekey prioritiesfrom alist or
to suggesnew ones(seeresourcel).

1 Sendinga se®mnd surveyto form tutors to work throughwith their form classegsee
resource?).

1 Sendingepresentativego askfor opinionsfrom the studentcouncilandgovernors.

ForminganW 9 02 dzyolritefeStedstudents, meetingeveryWednesdayyho led many
initiatives (See Resources 5&6) andwere heavilyinvolvedin runningthe launchweek.

We then met afinal time to formulate a proposal(seeresourced), which statedour key
priorities after consideringall the feedbackwe hadreceived.Thiswasthen sentto SLTwho
approvedthe proposalat their leveland sentit onto the schoof2 governors We presened
our proposal to the governorsat their next meetingandthey approvedthe project
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Ourd O K 2lehde®@Hkip team wersupportive as soon as we suggestitlarirg a climate
emergency as were thegovernorsoncethey wereinformed thatwe were planninghe proposal.In
schoos with more sceptichleaders explaininghow a climateemergencycan be used as an
educationalopportunity, and highlightingthe substantialbody ofscientificevidenceon the urgency
of our climate crisismighthelp convincethem ofthe necessityand benefits of your project

Priorities:
At our schoolour keyaim wasto:

1 Getstudentsinformed andempoweredto acton the climate/ecologicaémergencyat both
localandnationallevels.

Toachievethis, we decidedto actoverthree mainareas

1 CURRICULUNhtegratingclimate changetopicsinto the curriculumthroughoutall
departments.

1 CAMPUSStrivingto makeour schoolcampusandactivitiesaseologicallyfriendly as
possible.

1 ADVOCAC™¥elpingour studentsput pressureon organisationsandthe governmentto
addresghe climate/ecologicakrisis.

You might also see if your school is willing to fund a TLR Position for a climate change coordinator
(Additional fundindor thisis set to becomeavailablesoon from the United Nations)

Ethosof our climate emergency:

f Wewantedto think W6 A BJE 6 MideNsEn@lya greenerschool We wanted studentsand
staffto helpbringthe changeswve urgentlyneedat the societallevel. Thisisanemergency!

1 Weaimedto useclimatechangeto enhanceearningat our school.

1 Wewantedto ensurethere wasminimalextrawork for alreadybusystaff; shifting priorities,
not increasingvorkload We neverwishedstaff/departmentsto feel blamedfor thingsthey
R2 kK Raby Qi

Launching an Eco Council:

We wantedas many aspects as possible of our climate emergenbg studentled. For thisreason,
we started an Eco Council which:

1 Met everyWednesdayunchtime.
1 Werecompriseof studentsacrossKS3andKS4.

1 Conductedawide rangeof activities from posterbadge makingto preparingandgiving
studentled assembliego yeargroups
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1 Wereheavilyinvolvedin leadingall activitiesduringthe lunchweek.
f  TheEcoCouncilalsoproduceda promotiond videofor a 2 N1Jlinft@emergency.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kzPEz ORiwo

Launchinghe climate emergency:
Toinitiate our climateemergencywe organiseda launchweek. Thisincluded

1 Takingthe whole schooloff timetablefor a specialclimate emergencyessonon a Friday
which coincidedwith the EarthStrke Day(20" September2019) Everyteacherin the
school(of 1500students)taught the samelesson whichthree of our teachersdevisedand
differentiatedfor SENandsixthform (seeresource?). Studentswere alsoinvited to
congregaten the schoolplaygound at the end of the dayandgo on amarchthroughthe
localareawherewe met up with neighboringschoolsandlocalcommunitygroups

1 Overthefollowingweek,Monday-Friday we organiseda vasttimetable of activities(see
resourcel?) where departmentsat the schoolandthe studentled EcoCounciheld events
includingbadgemakingfilm screeningslie-in protestsandW O f AcNahgét&geta K2 2 i Ay 3 Q
competitionsin the sportshall (seeresourcell). We alsocompileda list of tannoy
announcementsomprisedof climate changefactsto be readout at settimesduringthe
day(seeresourcel6) and madea setof debatequestionslidesfor form timesin the run up
to launchweek(seeresource8).

1 Sendingut a pressrelease(seeresourceld), invitinglocaland national journaliststo cover
the launch(BBQ.ondonNews,the Times EducationSupplementand BBA_ondonRadioall
coveredour launch). Youcancallnewspapergtelevisionstation newsdesk&andaskwho is
bestto sendthe pressreleaseto. Yourschoolmight alsowantto tweet contentthroughout
the week.

1 Invitingoutsidespeakersandlocalpoliticiansin to talk duringassembliesandafter school.

Goingforward from the launch:

Fromschooltrips to recyclingplantsto tree plantingprojects,from letter writing sessiongo fund
raisingfor solarpanels the educationalexperiencedo be gainednow that your schoolhasdeclared
aclimateemergencyare practicallylimitless(seeresourcel8).

After finishingour launchweekour key concerrs were:

1 WELLBEINGomeof the messaged our launchweekhadbeen by the nature of the global
climateandecologicacrisis quite bleak We thoughtit likely manystudentsat our school
might be feelinganxiousaboutwhat they hadlearnt. Sq providingemotionalsupportand
buildingempowermente.g.through campaigningandinformationon future careerchoices
becamea postlaunchpriority.

1 INCLUSIONCertainstudentgroupsat our schoolwere more engagedn the climate
emergencyactivitiesthan others.Goingforward, we are aimingto reachthose studentswho


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kzPEz_0Riwo
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might not talk about climate changeat homeor feel climate changeactors(both locallyand
globally)R 2 yfedate the them or their communiies.

1T MOMENTUMFormanyof the teachesinvolvedin the launchweek, it wasone of the
busies, mostinspirational weeksof our careers Hundredsof studentswere suddenly
switchedon to climateissuesand our EcoCouncil galvanizedy all they had achievedn the
weekwere hankeringfor more. Multiple externalorganisationdad alsomadecontactover
the launchweek, offeringto run workshopsor inviting usfor schooltrips. After acouple
weeksof (muchneeded)restwe returnedto our ideaslist (seeresourcel8) andstepped up
our activitiesagainbefore momentumwaslost.

Andfinally, what successnight look like:

91 Declaringa successfutlimate emergencymustincludemore than simplybecominga slightly
more W 3 NBcBogl @ succesful schoolwill treat the word ¥ S Y S NB&igudhana
producewell informed students, confidentenoughto force changethroughoutthe system.

9 Succesmsidethe schoolcommunityshouldmeaneverystaff and studentcanidentify a
sacrificethey havemade

1 Asimplemeasureof successvould meaneverystudentcanexplainwhat a climate
emergencyis.

I hope that this brief overview hamitlinedthe main steps involved in declaring a meaningful
climate emergency at your school/organisation, however if anystjaas remairpleaseR 2 y Q i
hesitate to contact me.

Good luck!

Resourcs

Usethe contents pageat the top of the guideto find documentsyou might needthroughout the
processFromthe initial proposalwe sentto our governors,to template letters and launchweek
timetables, copiesof all the main documentsinvolvedare attachedfor youto usedirectly or edit.

2.1 Gatheringfeedbackfor your climate
emergency

Resourcel: Googlestaff survey
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https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLS6ItBZulTIgXG
JZiIUvCG5Rzheg1ZIRsYOQLUBA9NI8Iscsxw/viewform?usp=sf link

Resource2: Tutor group opinion survey

Climate Emergency Tutor Group survey
Guidance:
This survey is intended to capture the views of the pupils in your form.

It is up to you how you want to do-iPerhaps a whole class discussion, or they could talk in small
groups and feedback altogether.

QUESTION 2: It may be useful to explétarify what a 'climate emergency' is. There are some links
to information abouthe Climate Emergency in the email this link was sent in.

QUESTION 3: Think about EVERYONE in our schedéachers, pupils, kitchen staff etc...

QUESTION 4: Feel free to @& a rough indication and/or name pupils who have expressed an interest
(or perhap nominate pupils!)

Questionsto answer as a whole form (tutor and pupils)

1 Which Tutor groupareyou?

1 How manypupilsin your form knowwhata 'climateemergencyis?
1 Whatcouldwe doin schoolto bemoreenvironmentallyfriendly?

1 Wouldyouwantto beinvolvedin makingchangesn school?


https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf6JtBZu1TJqXG-JZiUvCG5Rzheg1ZlRsYQLUBA9NI8Iscsxw/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf6JtBZu1TJqXG-JZiUvCG5Rzheg1ZlRsYQLUBA9NI8Iscsxw/viewform?usp=sf_link
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Resource3: Form feedback tracker

1 Year7 YEAR 8 YEAR 9 YEAR 10 YEAR 11
1 HOY: HOY: HOY: Acting HOY: HOY:
™ 8M oM 10M 1M
70 80 90 100 110
7R 8R R 10R 11R
7P 8P P 10P 11P
7E 8E E 10E 11E
7T 8T T 10T 11T
7H 8H H 10H 11H
7S 8S S 10S 11S
Year 12 Year 13
HOY: HOY:
12M 13M
120 130
12R 13R
12P 13P
12E 13E
12T 13T
12H 13H
12S 13S
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2.2 Pitchingyour climate emergency

Resourced: Proposalthat we sentto headteacher SLTandthen to the
governors(with thanksto the CharterSchoolEastDulwichfor their supportin its development)

WORLD
ECONOMIC

"Right now, we are facing a
man-made disaster of global
scale. Our greatest threat in
thousands of years.

Climate change."

David Attenborough

The |1 PCC6S Special Report of October and the UNE
reading. The IPPC giving us 12 years to limit climate change to 1.5 deti?€€3 @018)f we are

not to experience wide ranging global consequences while the UN warns of one million species of

plants and animals facing extinction (UN, 2019). Peter Wadhams and other highly regarded scientists

have highlighted the political resttedness othe IPCC and the glaring omissions and ever

simplifications of its report. Right now, humanity is presented with only a 1% chance of hitting the

Paris 1.5 degree centigrade target and only a 5% chance that we can limit the rise to less than 2

degrees. Irfact, the likely range is between 2.9 degrees (University of Washington, 201S9ciety

must take action immediately.

However, hope is not lost. Around the world environmental activism is increasing as the scientific

evidence for human indad climateand ecological breakdown has become undeniable. Youth
activist Greta Thurnburg has recently been nomir
parl i ament became the first globally to decl are
amount that gvernments, businesses, institutions and individuals can do, but it must be done quickly

and on a large scale if we are to avoid a climatic and ecological catastrophe.

At Morpeth we have seen some of doClimadgvns chodlnt s
strike movement and a number of teaching staff have noticed an increase in the awareness throughout

the student body with students often asking questions about the climate crisis in lessons and form

time. In recent weeks a group of Meth teacher has met to discuss declaring a climate emergency.

9
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We sent out surveys to both staff and students, the results of which suggested overwhelming support
for taking more action as a school.

In our meetings we first tried to define what a climate mergency. We suggest that a
6cli mate emergency6 at Morpeth should involyv

1 Acknowledgingthesciencee.g.IPCCreportson warmingandUN reportson lossof
biodiversityandconsequencesf economiogrowth.

1 Acceptingthetrue urgencyof thesituation:if we haveared chanceof tacklingtheseissues,
we musttakeurgentandimmediateaction.

1 Acknowledgingthatour role aseducatorss to build bright futuresfor our children;andthat
thisis severelythreatened.

Using feedback from thestaff and pupil surveys we divded potential actions into three
main areas and suggested a few initial actions for each area:

The three areas of action

1) Getting studentsinformed and engagedn climate and involved in advocacyand
campaigning.
1 Thestudentled EcoCouncil (which hasalrealy beenestablishedvill work to
promoteawarenessf climatechangedn their fellow students.

1 Invite local MP andcouncilorsandthe youngmayorto alaunchevent.

9 TheEcocouncilcouldproduceavideoaboutMo r p eclimatéesnergencyo send
outto forms/press/MPandcouncilors.

2) Taking stepstowards becomingan ecoschoolwith a very low/no carbon footprint and
environmental impact.
1 Recyclingbins (alsomaybechewinggumbins)in playground
i Establishinga uniform recycing/swappingscheme.
1 Increasinghe numberof vegetariarclimateemergencylaysatthe canteen.

1 Morpethto install solarpanelsjf possible.
1 Moveto anecofriendly energyprovider.

3) Getting climate changeinto the curriculum of eachsubjectand onto school development
plan.

1 Departmets askedo usea portionof curriculumtime to discusshow climatechange
couldbeincorporatednto their curriculumasapriority andat the earliestpossible
date.For examplegexploringmusicfrom regionsaffectedby climatechangeusing
recycledfabricsin artandDT, looking at persuasivevriting featuringclimatechange
etc

1 A wholeschooltrainingsessioron the climatecrisissoall memberf staff havea
goodknowledgebase.

1 CPSHEprogrammemodifiedto incorporatethe climatecrisisfor all year groups.

1 Yearl2volunteeringwill haveclimatechangdancorporated.

Ethos for climate emergency:

10
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1 Wewantto think of thebiggerpictureratherthansimplyad g r esecnhediewant
studentsandstdf to campaigrto bring aboutchangesve urgentlyneedat the societallevel.
Thisis anemergency!

1 Weaimto useclimatechangeo enhancdearningat our schoolandthe future aspirationsof
our students.

1 Wewantto ensurehereis minimal extrawork for alreadybusystaff; shifting priorities, not
increasng workload.

1 Staff/departmentshouldneverfeel blamedfor thingstheyd o / ddmo.n 6 t

Launching a climate emergency:

At alaunchevent(potentiallythe lastweekof this academig/ear),manydepartmentsouldcome
togethemwith performancesspeciallessors, assemblieandguestspeakersWe would alsoinvolve
parentsandothermembersf local community.We hopeto havenew playgroundrecyclingbinsand
otherinitiativesintroducedduring the launchweek andto work with the newly formedstudentEco-
Councl to boostpupil engagemerduringthe event.

What successnight look like:

1 A successfuschoolwill treattheword6 e me r geriouslyar@producewell-informed
studentsconfidentenoughto force changethroughouthe system.

1 Succesinsidethe Morpethcommunityshouldmeaneverystaff andstudentcanidentify a
contribution(big or small) thatthey havemade.

1 Everystudenttanexplainwhata climateemergencys.

1 Localandnationalmediaattentionwould be welcomedaswould collaborationwith other
scloolsto build a nationalmovemenbf schoolsdeclaringclimateemergencies.

References:

Hickley, H. (2017)Earth likely to warm more than 2 degrees this centUyiversity of Washington
News. Accessedt: https://www.washington.edu/news/2017/07/31/edikikly -to-warmrmorethan2-
degreesghis-century/(05-06-19)

Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (20&R)bal warming of 1.5 degreed?CC Accessed
at: https://report.ipcc.ch/sr15/pdf/srl5 spm_final.(@5-06-19)

UN News (2019Wor I d i s déon noticed as major UN report s
The United Mitions. Accessed dittps://news.un.org/en/story/2019/05/1037%@3-:06-19)

2.3 Launchinogyour EcoCouncil

Resourceb: EcoCouncilPoster

11
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Your pla eeds YOU at..

o e LS ©  Campaign against
S [ global warming and
ecological destruction!

Wednesday *
lunchtimes

Help make our school
more eco-friendly!

* Help increase
awareness of the
climate crisis!

Fantastic trips and
volunteering
opportunities!

. A

Resourceb: Ideasfor EcoCouncilSessions

Badge meking: 61 decl are a cli mate emergency. 0

1 Badgemaker and badgemaking supplies.

Flyer making: to photocopy distribute around school at break/lunch for upcoming climate
things.

9 Paperand coloured pens

Letter writing: to young mayor and MPs etc.

9 Schootheaded paper and envelopes

Making video for climate emergency.

9 Video camerasfrom media?

Preparing an assembly to be given by Eco Council.

1 Studentled speechesgdrama, videos,posters,activites etc.
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Banner making ready for the Eco council staliévents inplayground. (using art esp textiles!)
dept?) X2 or 3 sessions.

9 Art suppliesand polesand cloth.

Eco council logo competition with vote at the end of session
1 Coloured pensand paper.
T shirt making

9 Coloured paper and pens.
1 T shirts to print on
T Iron?
(is this ecofriendly e.g.fast fashion)

Poster making to be stuck around school.

9 Posterpaper and colured pens.

Inspection of school garden:

1 Non-rainy day.

Making advert stands for canteen to remind students to recycle

9 Stiff card. Laminated?

Cake baking sesion to sell and raise money

9 Ask to usecookery room. (risk assessment?)
1 Ask studentsto bring in ingredients.

Trip to recycling plant:

1 Contactarecyclingcentre.

1 Sendoutletter.

1 Riskassessment

1 Permissiorslipscollected.

9 Oystercards

1 Letrelevantstaff know. Educationavisits slip
1 Bookcover.

1 Sentnamedor medicalplans.

9 Collectmedicationonday.

School trip to flyer outside parliament and go into viewing gallery.
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Sendout letter.

Risk assessment

Permissiorslipscollected.

Oystercards

Let relevantstaff know. Educationalisits slip
Book cover.

Sentnamedor medicalplans.
Collectmedicationon day.

= =4 =4 =8 -4 -8 -4 9

2.4 Launchingyour climate emergency

Resourcer: Earth Strike day whole schoollesson

Thiswasthe lessonthat all schoolstaught during the climate emergencyandwas
adaptedfor SENand KS5

https://www.tes.com/teachingresource/earthstrikeday-lesson12188836

Resource8: Gountdown calendarto launch(form time)

https://www.tes.com/teachingresource/formtime-adventcalendarclimate-changel2188833

Resourced: Emails/ideasyou cansendto departmentsfor launch
week.

Hi é.

As you probably know alreadjorpeth is declaring a climate emergency in September. We
plan to have a grand launch week on thé &3September. Over the five days we are trying
to get as many activities happening around the school abjms

We are also asking departments if they would be able to teswwhjecispecific climate crisis
lesson that week to their classes; possibly producing a template lesson that the entire
depariment can use to minimise workload.

WewantMr pet hés c¢cl i mate emergency to a fun and
curriculum, not something which becomes a burden to staff. We know every department is

busy, and fully understand if one or both of hesr e quest s arendt possi bl
happy to help with the planning of the activities.

We have a general resources folder which we intend to continually add more content to:

14
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Let me know if you want to meet to discuss this further.

Best wishs,

Morpethodés climate team
-RE
In RE, wewere wondering if you would be willing to hold a debate session for
example O6What does religion have to do wi
interesting idea then please go with that) either over a lunehdirafter school one
day.
- Maths

In Maths we were wondering if you would be willing to print out some huge numbers
and line your corridor with stats/figures e.g. climate change in numbers (if you have a
more interesting idea then please go with that) a&eran impact over the launch

week.

- Mediastudies

In media, we were wondering if you have any ideas for an event you could run either
over a lunch time or after school one day that week. We are already working with
Diarmuid to make an Eco Council video lauty other types of media/thigns we can
post or send to journalists etc would be very welcome.

- MFL

In MFL, we were wondering if you have any ideas for an event you could run either
over a lunch time or after school one day that week. For example somattiaig

looks at the impact on climate clggnin Spanistspeaking or Frenebpeaking

countries around the world e.g. South America and Africa. INDIGINOUS
COMMUINITIES

- Music (plus preschool performance)

Music is of course a huge part of Morpeth Schoolyweee wondering if you would

be willing tohold a set of prschool music performances that week so that when
students enter school they are met by music and a desk for the Eco Council (if you
have a more interesting idea then please go with that). | evdltting into school
superearly all th&a week and so am very happy to set things up etc.

- PE
In PE, we were wondering if you would be wil/
lunchtime that week. Students can pay for a free shot at a gobheketball hoop in the

sportshall. Weeul d print out some targets e.g. Ocartk

from the oceand etc etam,d tsd ugletntasb dvaer et & @a:
This might evemaise a bit of money if weave small prizes for if the students igco

- Psychology

In psychology, we were wondering if you would be willing to hold one or a couple of
sessions on climate anxiety and whether it is a natural/reasonable feeling to
experience. Maybe also the session d@xplore why many people are still inni

15
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and any cognitive mechanisms behind our slow reaction to the facts (if you have a
more interesting idea then please go with that). We were hoping these could be held
over a lunch time or after school that wekleel with all the climate change adties
going on that week some students might feel anxious about this issue so it would be
great to have this acknowledged officially.

- RE

In RE, we were wondering if you would be willing to hold a debate session for

exampl e O6What doevs trhelcil diman ehawywea ntge ?do (i f
interesting idea then please go with that) either over a lunch time or after school one

day.

- Science

In science, we were wondering if you would be willing to hold a dropgsise about
making energy in renewableays. E.g. possibly mocking up a hydroelectric dam,
some solar voltaic panels, a wind turbine and possibly something to show how
geothermal energy works. (or if anyone can think of a more interesting idea then)
eitherover a lunch time or after school odgiay.) | will be running a STEM club
special extraordinaire on Friday also!

- Sociology and Health and Social

In sociology and health and social care, we were wondering if you have any ideas for
an event you could runtker over a lunch time or after schasie day that week. E.g.
possibly a pre/lunch/post school stall on how pollution affects young people in
London or something around which groups in society suffer most form climate
change (if you have a more interagtidea then please go with that).

- Citizenship

In the Citizenship, we were wondering if you would be willing to run session either
over a lunch time or after school one day. Perhaps this could be on how different
political parties have responded to ttenate crisis and/or how citizenar get
involved in climate action maybe looking at the differences between protest and
petitioning. Perhaps pupils could write letters to our MP or big corporations to ask
what they are doing? (if you have anothernegéing idea then please go witht)ha

- Art and photography

In Art and Photography, we were wondering if you would be willing to run a recycled
materials workshopither over a lunch time or after school one day? Perhaps the
pupils could make models ofarine animals affected by sea patht or a collage (if

you have another interesting idea then please go with that)

- Business and Economics

In Business and Economics, we were wondering if you would be willing to run
session on the economic implicatioriglte climate crisi®ither over aunch time or

after school one day? Perhaps you could look into the Green New Deal and the future
green jobs will play (if you have another interesting idea then please go with that).

16
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- DT
In D and T, we were wonderingybu would be willing to rursession either over a
l unch time or after school one day. Per ha

(Reduce, Reuse, Refuse, Rethink, Repair and Recycle). (lif you have another
interesting idea then please go with that).

We are also asking departments if they would be able to éesghjecispecific

climate crisis lesson that week to their classes; possibly producing a template lesson
that the entire department can use to minimise workload. | have found this website
(thatyou probably are aware of already!) that seems to have some interesting ideas
and resourcestttps://practicalaction.org/schools

ResourcelO: Letterto parentslayingout climate emergercy.
Monday 18' September 2019

Dear Parent/ Carer,
RE: Climate Emergency Action Week

On the 2 September, millions of people across the world will walk out of workplaces, schools and homes to
join young climate strikers on the streets and demandjtharnments take immediate climate action. In
solidarity with the Global strike, Morpeth studentd {earn about the Climate Crisis during Session 3 on that
day. This lesson aims to inform students of the causes of, impacts of and solutions to bémgée ®lorpeth
School will also officially declare a Climate Emergency on this day.

Morpeth will beholding theMorpeth Climate Emergency Action Weekfrom Monday 23¢ to Friday 27"
September The week involves many activities before, during and aftesadcdl of which the students can get
involved with. Activities will be run by staff and many of dtico-council members from yeari7year 13 and

will include documentary screenings, lunchtime labs on renewable energy and badge and banner making
workshops As well as this we have expert external speakers in assemblies throughout the week to inform the
students about the issues around climate change and why this week of action of necessary.

We believe that our students should leave Morpeth with the bgsibfmeducation which includes ensuring our
students become individuals who are inquisitive, cwiaod interested in their communities and the world

around them.

It promises to be a very informative, enjoyable and impactful week and we hope thahijeig looking
forward to it.

Yours sincerely,

Teacher of Science
Eco-Council member

Pleasesee below for some other important dates and links that may be of interesfitalyoftiwhich are
supported by the National Education Union (NEU).
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How to: Declare a Climate Engency at Your School or College

Thursday 19" Septembei 7pm- Public Meeting: This is an EmergenicyDavid Sizer Lecture
Theatre, Bancii Building, Queen Mary University, E1 4NP (Free)

Saturday 12 Octoberi 10ami 4:30pm- Education for the Futurieé C u r r ii Adtiviism in
E d u c aitRegent Bigh School , Chalton St. London, NW1 1RX (Ticketed évAdult
£10/Student £5) Booking:www.climate emergency.eventbrite.co.uk

Resourcell: PEtargetshootingeventplan and poster

Thisactivity worksby settingup your sportshall sothat studentscan payat the entrance
andmovearoundthe hall shootinghoopsat different climate changetarget€QThebaskets
got further away,and at a greaterheightasour participantsprogressedhroughthe hall. At
eachbaslet we hada member of the EcoCouncilwho signeda slipif the studentmadethe
shot. Thosewith afull card entereda raffle for ecofriendly prizes.

“Carbon-
neutral
by 2025!”
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How to: Declare a Climate Engency at Your School or College

Name:

Ferm:

Name:

Form:

1. Carbon-neutralby
2050

1. Carbon-neutralby
2050

Name:

2.Zecro plastic waste
at Morpeth

2. Zero plastic waste
at Morpeth

1. carbon-neutral by
2050

3.No petrol/diesel
cars by 2030

3.No petrol/diesel
cars by 2030

2.Zero plastic waste
at Morpeth

4.20%0fUKto

become national
parks

4.20%0f UK to

become national
parks

3.No petrolidiesel
cars by 2030

5.0 animal
extinctions per year

5.0 animal
extinctions per year

4. 20%o0f UK to
become national
parks

5. 0 animal
extinctions per year

6.ux Energy made 6.ux Energy made
from 100% from 100%
renewables renewables

1. Carbon-neutralby Z. Carbon-neutralby
2025! 2025!

6.uvr Energy made

from 100%
renewables

7. Carbon-neutralby
2025!
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Resourcel2: Timetablefor launchevents

How to: Declare a Climate Engency at Your School or College

Happening all week: Banners in Portman/playground, petition stall by Eco Council in the playground, badge making/selling, Y9 reusable cup sale, tannoys with
climate facts, Eco Council video.

Before school

Assembly

Lunch

After school

Friday 20th

Session 3 off time
table for all pupils to
do climate strike
lesson/Supervised
Study film screening
in theatre/Eco
Council members
workshop

Gather in
playground to go to
4pm borough wide
Climate rally Bethnal
Green Gardens —
supported by local
unions etc.

Monday 23rd

Banners
Eco Council stall

Upper school
8.40am

Lower school
9.10am

- Tim from
Extinction Rebellion

Playground
speakers’ corner:
Climate Emergency
— pupils + staff
speaking

Tuesday 24th

Banners
Eco Council stall

Climate Emergency
assembly led by Y11
pupils + staff

¥11s petition on
Roman Road

Science: Open Lab —
renewable energy
making

Write to your
MP/Parliament
about our Climate
Emergency in P201
(AFL)

Wednesday 25th | Thursday 26th

Banners
Eco Council stall

Climate Emergency
assembly led by Y11
pupils + staff

Scrunchie making
session DT (10
STUDENTS)

STEM club special

Banners
Eco Council stall

Climate
Emergency
assembly led by
Y11 pupils + staff

PE ‘Shooting for
Targets’ event in
the sports hall.

Film screening in
the theatre: ‘Wall-
E.’

Friday 27th

Banners
Eco Council stall

Climate Emergency
assembly led by Y11
pupils + staff

Playground ‘Die-in’
grand finale!

Film screening in the
theatre: ‘An
Inconvenient
Sequel: Truth to
Power’

‘What next?’
planning meeting
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Resourcel 3. Staffing/student volunteer timetable over launch

How to: Declare a Climate Engency at Your School or College

week.
Date Time Student Teacher helping| Cvr?
Friday 20" | After school All of us?
Sept
Monday Before school (Portman) Ed
239 Sept
AssemblyUPPER) XR Ed e
Lunch time (Badge Luda
making)
Lunch timed & LIS | 1 S Ed
corner) Lucia
After school (Portman) Ed Amy
Tuesday Before school (Portman)
24™ Sept
Assembly (Year 9/year Sharon/Ed
12)
Lunch time (Badge
making)
After school (Portman) Ed
Wednesday| Before school (Portman) Ed
25" Sept
AssemblyYear 10/sixth Someone?/ Ed?
form
Lunch time (Badge Ed Amy
making)
After school (Portman) Ed Amy
Thursday | Before school (Portman) Amy
26" Sept
Assembly (Year 7 & Yed Amy/Someone?
11)
Lunch time (Badge Amy
making) Lucia
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How to: Declare a Climate Engency at Your School or College

Shooting for Targets (PE] All of us please!
J

After school (Portman)

Friday 27" | Before school (Portman)

Sept
Assembly (Year 8/ year 1 Ed& ucia
/Anyone?
Lunch time (Die in) All of us please
J
After schoolPortman) Ed

Resourcel4: Thepressrelease

*»***KEEP YOUR PRESS RELEASE TO ONE PAGE AND SEND IT OFF ONE WEEK
BEFORE YOUR LAUNCH STARTS****

Contact: FOR IMMEDIATE
RELEASE

Edmund Stubbs (Teacher/Eco council member)

Morpeth School

London

**INSERT EMAIL HERE***

***INSERT MOBILE PHONE HERE***

Bethnal Green, Londoni 17/09/19

Morpeth School Declares a Climate Emergency!
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How to: Declare a Climate Engency at Your School or College

In response to increasetimate change media coverage and the growing school strike movement,
Morpeth School in Bethnal @en is declaring a climate emergency.

To make Morpethés O6Climate Emergency® meaningful

1 Acknowledging the science e.g. IPCC reports on warmmagléN reports on loss of
biodiversity and consequences of economic growth.
1 Accepting the true urgey of the situation: if we have a real chance of tackling these issues,
we must take urgent and immediate action.
1 Acknowledging that our role alucators is to build bright futures for our children; and that
this is severely threatened!
1
Putting actionso words, Morpeth School will be taking all students off timetablEruatay 20™
Septemberin solidarity with the global strike happening that day and hosting aniNeled protest
after school (journalists welcome at both).

Morpeth is also holding a Cliate Emergency launch week on 28 to 27" of September with
every department contribing different activities throughout the school day including:

1) Hosting guest speakers from Extinction Rebellion for wiscleool assemblies.
2) Morpet héledEsoCodeai | making 6l declare a clin
staging rallies, and distributingformation to fellow students over breaks and lunches.
3) All teachers incorporating content on climate change within their lessons.
4) Depart ment 6s r u ivihes a lynciwioneslasdlaftepsshbol. a ¢ t
Head teacher Jemima Reilly says:

OWNe 6 r e daGimaterEmarggncy to see what tangible, practical, things we can do as a school
to minimise our environmental impact, but importantly this is also a way of ragiageness. We

need to make sure that everyone at Morpeth understands the seriousnesssfdland sees how
they can make a difference. 0

English teacher and Eco Council founder Amy Fletcher says:

O6We know that our r ol e rapsreduepapilsifar thesfutumenwdrid;endhisc at or s
case that meansthey needtqpphbe e par ed t o stand up to stop a clin

I n the months following the | aunch, Mor pet hés CI
awareness/advocacy, cut tllsols environmental impact, and develop a curriculum which truly

reflects the gravity of our ecological crisis. Morpeth will alsoduce a guide to help other schools

wishing to declare meaningfuklimate emergency to do so.

We welcome interest from jaurnalists throughout and beyond our launch.The scope of our
climate change declaration, and the widaging plans we have for neyear, far exceed the space
available in this press release so please contact us if you require any more information.

Resouce 15: Exampleof computerdesktopbackgroundl T
department canput on every computer during launchweek (with
voura O K 21&y6).Q a
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How to: Declare a Climate Engency at Your School or College

GLIMATE EMERGENCY
ACTION WEEK

Resourcel6: Listof factsto announceon schooltannoy

Monday session 1:
This is a climate change emergency.

Global warming is breaking new records every year. Our planet is warmer now than it has been in
800,000 years. And webre using up more of the wc

Monday session 2
This is a climate change emergency.

More than 1 milionspei es f ace extinction. wedre currently
T this means that dozens of species go extinct every single day.

Monday Session 3:
This is a climate change ememncy.

Climate change is creating a refugee crisis. The latemmal Organisation on Migration estimates that
up to 200 million people could be displaced by climate change by 2050.

Tuesday session 1:

This is a climate change emergency.
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How to: Declare a Climate Engency at Your School or College

Around 50% ofall carbon emissions are emitted by the richest 10% of theéverld popul at i on.
gl obal warming is making climate change refugees

Tuesday session 2:
This is a climate change emergency.

Our oceans ar e dy iomralgeefs hdeeldied inatHe last BOeyears,amdltva thisds af
the Great Barrier Reef have been damaged by coral bleaching. Even if we limit climate change to an
increase of 1.5%, we are likely to lose 90% of coral reefs.

Tuesday session 3:

This is a climae change emergency.

We use more of the earth's resourcesthan can r enew. I f we carry on us
our current rate of consumption, wedd need 1.7 ¢
ecosystems.

Wednesday session 1.:
This is a climate change emergency.

NASA and NOAA data show that globaberage temperatures in 2016 were 0.99 degrees C warmer
than the mieR0th century average. Seventeen of the 18 warmest years have occurred since 2000.

Wednesday session 2:

This is a climatechange emergencyEleven percent of all global greenhouse gassions caused
by humans are caused by deforestafiocomparable to the emissions from all of the cars and trucks
on the planet. To save our planet we need to save our forests.

Wednesday sesion 3:

This is a climate change emergencg00 million people-E|l even percent of the wc
- is currently vulnerable to climate change impacts such as droughts, floods, heat waves, extreme
weather events and skvel rise

Thursday session 1:
This is a climate change emergency.

Nearly 1 million hectares of coastal ecosystems are destroyed every year. That is an area larger than
New York. This removes an important buffer from extreme weather for coastal communities and
releases carbatioxide into the atmosphere.

Thursday session 2:
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How to: Declare a Climate Engency at Your School or College

This is a climate clange emergency.

The Greenland and Antarctic ice sheets have decreased in mass. Data from NASA's Gravity Recovery
and Climate Experiment show Greenland lost an average dfili86 tons of ice per year between

1993 and 2016, while Antarctica lost abou? 1lion tons of ice per year during the same time

period.

Thursday session 3:
This is a climate change emergency.

Global sea level rose about 8 inches in the last certhigyrate in the last two decades is nearly
double that of the last century andicelerating slightly every year

Friday session 1.:

This is a climate change emergencylthough there may be technological solutions to climate
change, the most efficierst planting trees, yet only 2% of funding

Friday session 2:
This is a climate ctange emergency.

Meat, dairy, and egg production are among the leading causes of-baosad climate change, soll
erosion, water pollution, and the decrease in biodivetsitiptal, the global food system contributes
about 30% of all humamade emissiondVorldwide, the top 20 meat and dairy corporations produce
more greenhouse gas emissions than the whole of Germany/

Friday session 3:
This is a climate change emergency.

The worl ddbs insects are becoming extrielsct ectosBlysated
More than 40% of insect species are declining and a third are endangered, the analysis found. The rate
of extinction is eight times faster than that of maasnbirds and reptiles.

Resourcel7: Movie night poster
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How to: Declare a Climate Engency at Your School or College

MOVIE NIGHT
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2.5 Goingforward
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